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* Dec. 29, 2008, Sheharbano “Sheri” Sangji was
working on a chemical synthesis in a lab at the
University of California, Los Angeles. One of the
reagents she was using was tert-butyllithium (t-
BulLi), which ignites spontaneously in air.

* The t-Buli ignited, along with Sangji’s clothes. She
wore nitrile gloves, no lab coat, and possibly no
eye protection.

e Sangji died from her injuries on Jan. 16, 2009. She
was 23 years old.
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10 years after Sheri Sangji’s death, are
academic labs any safer?

Chemists discuss their efforts
by Jyllian Kemsley

December 28, 2018 | A version of this story appeared in Volume 97, Issue 1 We’re not there yet

Honor Sangji’s memory by encouraging safer laboratory practices

v Chemjobber

* Postdoc Meng Xiangjian died in a hydrogen explosion at
Tsinghua University in 2015.

* Graduate student Preston Brown lost three fingers and
damaged his eyes in a nickel hydrazine perchlorate
explosion at Texas Tech University in 2010. And

e postdoc Thea Ekins-Coward lost one of her
hydrogen-oxygen gas mixture explosion
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* https://cls.ucla.edu/safety-video-library

Resources

Chemical Safety
Featured Chemicals
SOP Library

Maker Spaces
Safety Tools

Safety Video Library

Oraanizations &

Safety Video Library

Accidents

Animal Biosafety

Autoclave Safety

Biosafety

Biosafety Cabinet

Experimenting_ with Danger i@

Working Safety in Animal Biosafety Levels 1

Working Safety in Animal Biosafety Levels 2

Working Safety in Animal Biosafety Levels 3

=

Autoclave Safety Animation

Responding_to a Biological Spill @

Management of Biomedical Waste in Florida

Biological Safety Cabinets: How They Work to
Protect You

24 min

11 min

20 min

23 min

9 min

4:44 min

23 min

5 min
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2011

2014

2012
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Resources v Training v Lessons Learned v Articles v

Fires/Explosions

Chemical Waste Bottle Exploded in Lab @

Vacuum Pump Flash Fire

Accidental Flaming_of Dioxane Bottle Causes Lab Fire and Second Degree Burns

Explosion during Attempted Ozonolysis Reaction
S
Lithium Borohydride Ignites Trash @%é

Accidental Flaming of Methanol Bottle Causes 1st and 2nd Degree Burns

Paper Towel Used for Wiping Down Bench with Ethanol Catches Fire

Blast of Pressurized Reaction Vessel Injures Researcher




Figure 1. Chemical Industry Output: Developed Regions*
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Figure 2. Chemical Industry Output: Developing Regions® & Countries with Economies in Transition
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